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Balance in Design 
Symmetry & Asymmetry in Web Design 

+ What is Balance? 

n  Balance is a very important design principle. It will help you 
create an aesthetically pleasing who and help you better 
control flow in your designs. 

n  Balance in design works the same way as a lever or see saw. 
Your design will have a vertical (or horizontal) axis and the 
weight of the various elements on either side of the axis and 
their distance from the axis will determine if your design is 
balance 
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+ What is Balance? 

n  Think of physical balance: 

n  The two elements on each end are balanced. 

+ What is Balance? 

n  Think of physical balance: 

n  Unbalanced – more elements on left then right. Appears to 
“look heavy” on the left. 
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+ What is Balance? 

n  In that case the force of one of the objects needs to be 
increased in order to achieve balance. An adult on a see saw 
must move toward the center if there’s a child on the other side. 

+ What is Visual Weight? 

n  The major difference in design balance and physical balance is 
that your visual elements don’t have a physical weight. They do 
however, have visual weight. Some things that affect Visual 
weight: 

n  Size – Larger elements carry more weight 
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+ What is Visual Weight? 

n  Color – Brighter elements carry more weight than duller or 
lighter colors. 

+ What is Visual Weight? 

n  Value– Darker colors carry more weight than lighter colors. 
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+ What is Visual Weight? 

n  Density– Packing more elements into a given space, gives more 
weight to that space 

+ What is Symmetrical Balance? 

n  Symmetrical balance is achieved when we have elements of 
equal weight on both sides of a central axis. 

n  As humans we are drawn to symmetry and enjoy symmetry in 
nature…. 
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+ What is Symmetrical Balance? 
n  Leonardo’s Last Supper is a great example of symmetrical 

balance in art. For everything on the left side of the painting 
there’s something of equal weight on the right. The entire 
painting is balanced around the central figure of Jesus Christ, 
which makes perfect sense given what the painting is about. 
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+ What is Symmetrical Balance? 

n  Symmetrical balance 
tends to be more formal 
and more static. It evokes 
feelings of consistency, 
elegance and classicism. 

+ What is Symmetrical Balance? 
n  You can identify a symmetrical design by visualizing an axis 

down the middle of a design. Are elements, for the most part, 
the same on each side? When designs are symmetrical, they 
automatically balance. 
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+ Symmetry 

n  The downside to symmetry is that it can be static and 
formal and often uninteresting. Symmetry creates passive 
space and can be too stable, too balanced, to harmonious, 
and too unified. 

n So….. 

+ What is Asymmetry 
n  Another, though more complex, method of achieving 

balance is through asymmetry.  

n  Asymmetry evokes modernism, forcefulness, and feelings 
of vitality and movement.  
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+ What is Asymmetry 

n  Asymmetry is naturally the 
absence of symmetry. In a 
single form asymmetry also 
implies a lack of balance, 
however, we can use what we 
know about Visual Weight to 
achieve balance in an 
asymmetrical design.  

 

Small bright objects can balance with large dull object. 

+ What is Asymmetry 

Small bright objects can balance with large dull objects. 

Small dark objects can balance with large light objects. 
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+ Asymmetrical Balance? 
n  Asymmetry can be much more visually 

exciting! Let’s take a look! 

+ Asymmetrical Balance? 
n  Kandinsky’s Composition 8 is a great example of asymmetrical 

balance. If you look you’ll notice most of the individual elements 
are symmetrical forms. By varying, size, shape, density, and 
color Kandinsky creates an interesting balance. 
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