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Introduction to Backgrounds

The background is the area outside of the container
of your web site that the viewer will see when the
screen is larger than the page size. The background
is considered part of your site and deserving of
design considerations. The background can be a
solid color, texture, pattern, gradient, repeating
image, or a full image. Although the repetition of
the image can be coded in the HTML, most often
today the repetition is handled in the CSS code.

CSS Background Repeat Property

Enter the following code for repeating a background graphic:

Image repeats both vertically and horizontally

body
{

background-image:url(‘paper.gif’);
background-repeat:repeat;

}

Image repeats only vertically

body
{

background-image:url(‘paper.gif’);
background-repeat:repeat-x;

}

Image repeats only horizontally

body
{

background-image:url(‘paper.gif’);
background-repeat:repeat-y;

}

Image will not repeat

body
{

background-image:url(‘paper.gif’);
background-repeat:no-repeat;

}
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Gradients

Gradient Backgrounds

Gradients are and excellent way fo creafe a soft
and inviting background. Backgrounds are usually
narrow gradients created in either Photoshop or
Fireworks and repeated horizontally,

The image fo the right is the background image that
repeats horizontally in the DMACC web site. Note
that the image is long but very narrow - usally about
30 pixels x 720 (or the height of your page).

~ B % QO zomie| Exporting from Fireworks

I If you have created a site page prototype in
select | [ Poriginal| ElPreview [| Fireworks, you can create a small graphic image
kR by using the Export Area fool.

[H

With the Export Area tool, create a narrow and

rs_if" v B Crop tool (C)

'L_—JL long selection that will be the background graphic.

e e [ [ e e
e by 800 O W | g i 2] 4

Exporting Options for Gradients. | D P o S L2

Because gradients contain more colors :
than flat graphics, you may need fo S .
experiment with other files formats and mry
larger color gamuts than Gif. In this
example we use the jpeg 60% smaller
file with smoothing.

SAVE as Images Only.

Preview.

Fireworks does not have the background
preview like Photoshop. However you
can open any Fireworks generated
image in Photoshop and preview.

SAVE as Images Only.
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Vertical & Horizontal Patterns

Mode

Adjustments

Auto Tone
Auto Contrast
Auto Color

Image Size...
Canvas Size...
Image Rotation
Crop

Trim...

Reveal All

Duplicate...
Apply Image...

{3l
N{aL

3B

el

NEC

» 180°

90° CW
90° CCW
Arbitrary...

Flip Canvas Horizontal
Flip Canvas Vertical
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Horizontal Bar Patterns

Vertical bars can be created and
repeated the same way as any graph-
ic image. The frick here is fo creafe a
very narrow image. In this example,
the vertical bar is only 29 pixels high,
then repeated vertically in CSS.

Pixel Dimensians: 75.4K £ ook )
widih: BB7 | | plwens .
e L —

Decument Size: i o

‘ width: [12.310 | Linches 3] :I.

Meighe [0y 1 Uings

Vertical Bar Patterns

To see how the same image can appear as a verti-
cal pattern, rofate the image by 90°.
(Image>Image Rotation> 90°)

Optimize and preview in Save for VWeb & Devices .

Remember fo refresh your browser.
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Seamless Patterns

Tileables

Page iv

Seamless patterns are graphic images that,
when repeated, appear fo be a single pattern
element similar to fabrics and wallpaper.

To achieve the seamless pattern effect, it is
important that all sides of the graphic image
match up fo the opposing side.

Sample seamless graphics can be found online.
In this example, a comp was downloaded from
www.istockphoto.com.

You can obtain numeorous FREE fileable pattern
PNG files from Tileabels website. Download
Packs containing numerous grayscale PNG

files in different patterns and textures. The
example shown here is one image from Pack 5
- Wood. Images can then be colorized in either
Photoshop or Fireworks.

hito:/ /tileabl.es
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Background Design Considerations

G

SIZE: the size of the image repeating can greatly affect the visual appearance.

CONTRAST also can greatly
affect the visual appearance of
the background.

DO keep contrast fo a mini-
mum. Make the image and
background color of similar hue,
value, or saturation.

DON'T make your image and background color
contrasting. This creates visual vibration and dis-
tracts the viewer from the content of your site.

DO pay attention fo type that is placed over a background. Be sure
that the type adequately contrasts the background for better readability.

DON'T place contrasting type over a contrast repeating image. This
makes the type very hard fo read.

This text is dark and easy to read
on this light background

e o This text is light and easy to read
on this dark background
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Previewing a Background Graphic in Photoshop

~ Optimize to File Size...
| Repopalate Views

Sertings: | Custom 3]
e
Rackgraund ied (_ Resec )
: LA { Previous |
() image =) Backgreund =
Hext |
Background bnage -
Path Choose... (_Load.. |
{ Save...
Colar: none  BEl EITT

-----
iy S P g s "B " g e Y e e mae b g T it g s | Brseaar s Lo amg. gl P

nnnnnnn

You can create repeated backgrounds in either
Fireworks OR Photoshop. However, only in Adobe
Photoshop can you preview the repeating graphic
image how it would appear on your himl site. If you
created your background graphic in Fireworks - sim-
ply save it and open it in Photoshop.

Establish Optimization Settings

With your graphic image open in Photoshop, go

fo File>Save for Web & Devices. View the second
seffing (not original] and review the Optimization
seffings. The goal here is to get the image fo the
lowest possible file size without compromising visual
qudlity. Typically flat graphics with minimal colors
are used for repeating backgrounds.

In this example we reduced the colors down to 6
and removed the dither. This cut the file size (and
download time) in half.

Preview your background

In Photoshop you can preview how the graphic
image will look as a repeating image. In Save for
Web & Devices, click on the panel settings in the
upper right comer of the palette.

Choose Edit Output Settings. ..

Choose Background in the settings pull-down menu,
then in “View Document As” choose the radio button
Background. Then click OK.

Back in the Save for Web & Devices, click on the
Preview butfon in the lower left.

|'3

[
hal... i i Preview.ﬁi i h

The background with the repeating graphic image
will be displayed in your default browser along with
a box displaying the graphic information and HTML
code. Because Photoshop generates HTML for this
display, you will only see the image repeat both
horizontally and vertically. This is only a preview,

so you can change this in the CSS code once you
apply the graphic image fo the background.

P == LM L. =

WDV 131 Student Guide: Backgrounds



muyer Select Filt

Mode

Adjustments »
Auto Tone {+38L
Auto Contrast “{+3L
Auto Color B

Image Size...

Graphic Image Too Large?
Here is how to change the size...

If you are still in Save for Web & Devices, click the DONE but-

fon on the lower right corner.
In the Photoshop menu, choose Image>Image Size.

Under Pixel Dimensions, change the sefings to percent, then

— Document Size: |

Canvas Size... e ! choose 50 to reduce the size of the graphic image in half.
|___Imacge Rotation 2

Image Size Image Size

Pixel Dimensions: 52.7Y @ Pixel Dimensions: 13.2K (was 52.7K) @
L : S [ ry

Width: [120 . ¥ pixels ] . m Width: | 50 | percent | 5 ] ]@ € Reset—)

Height: | 150 | [pixels [3] Height: |50 | [ percent | 3] PR

{ Auto... ) Auto...

— Document Size: ]

_____ B e Frmrwr b e

1 {3 F-r : -l l\."l! ":1:1 W VAWNIN A G - P 4 s - LT T anie L

R S e s

Tﬂ'l"l'\l'l."'l' I
Trierior s e & TH,
Size: 17 ey
Semmps Releonve A Coior Mo Trbher. Tramganency o8, o Trsspaency Drhor, Nor- Imeraond. 0 Wil Saag

aarnis

smcdy intimargss"8 spmsreins

B maryamsldue"T" sarpinhedgnts i eskprewads Rrevesslraviee_um.nid 1‘

L]
BUET Save Optimized As
Save As: bggraphicl.gif [EI

a . $2 = i | [ Botanical Center web sita 154 0,
¥ DEVICES m - Botanical .. web site = aut.html E

B niske _, INSErUckar resources wical CTR CSanss

= Macintesh “ e Site Plann.. Capstone . ¥

= ] Sites to RE-Diesign z dining. htm -

FEhARED sy 5 Unit L De._.Principles mes, homi| y

PRRTE s L _'

All Slices

Eliges:

" Neow Folder f r——
| New Fobder Cancel

Page vii

Again, choose File>Save for Web & Devices.

Preview your graphic as the repeating back-
ground.

Be sure to refresh your browser to display the
repeating graphic in the new size.

Save the File

Co fo File>Save As. Name the image and
choose Images Only for the format.
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